
A Summer Stroll along an English Country Lane

Ray Hale is a wildlife lecturer, author, photographer‘ and naturalist who is 
passionate about reconnecting people with nature and the conservation of the 
world’s endangered species.  Although he has an encyclopaedic knowledge of 
wildlife in general, his main field of study has always been centred around 
arachnids and he is a recognized world authority on the large so-called ‘bird-
eating taranantulas’.  

Ray and his wife have travelled 
worldwide extensively,  including the 
Far East, Borneo and Australia.   

Since he was a small boy, he has had 
a fascination for studying plants and 
animals in their natural 
surroundings. He rates Charles 
Darwin and Alfred Russell-Wallace as
two inspiring greats from early on in 
his life. However, his May talk to 
Bosham WI was centred on the UK. 

The following are the numbers of 
different species in existence in the 
UK:  Mammals – 63, Reptiles – 6, 
Birds – 574, Spiders – 650 and 
Insects – 21,000!  94% of all species 
in the UK are insects.

Ray has two guiding mantras when 
out looking for wildlife:

● Hope to see everything, but expect to see nothing

● Take only photos and leave only footprints

Choose the habitat and what you want to see, do some research and go for it. 
There are so many different types of areas – grasslands, forests, wetlands etc.  
He showed many fascinating slides of beetles, ladybirds, birds, snakes, moths, 
lizards and butterflies. Apparently the Wolf Spider can only be found on 
Camber Sands. The Harlequin Ladybird is an invasive species which is eating 
our indigenous ladybird. There was also a fine display of photographs, some 
taken in his back garden of hedgehogs (which are sadly very much in decline), 
foxes and badgers.

His closing words were ‘If you want to see something, you first have to look for
it – and then enjoy it’.  We certainly did and look forward to hearing him 
again.
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