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I am pleased to be able to tell you that the renovation work will commence at 60
Queen Street in horsham very shortly. The builder hopes to complete the work in
10 weeks, so finally we will be able to move in. The new signs have gone up;
horsham we will be in residence soon!

I want to thank the federation trustees who cleared North Lodge, helped sell the
contents and are working tirelessly to ensure a seamless service despite having to
work from home with all of the clutter that ensues (think of hundreds of copies of
the WSN in your dining room; the reality for Lesley Boardman!) and via zoom for
Board meetings. I am very excited for the future; all sorts of possibilities will open
up once we move in.

We have a vacancy on the Board of Trustees. If you think you have the skills we need
and would like to observe a meeting, let me know.  We currently have a great team
of 11 but with co-options we could have up to 15. Spreading the load is always good.
at present all our meetings are on Zoom and even after we move into Queen Street,
zoom is always a possibility, which make us more flexible. I have asked my fellow
trustees to visit as many WIs as we can this year so, please make them feel welcome
as they get a better understanding about our federation.

We have organised lots of wonderful events for you to go to and/or take part in.
Please reward that hard work of the organisers by attending the events. Most are
open to non-members. I am so looking forward to our meeting this month in
Worthing, if you haven’t bought a ticket, please do so, bring a friend or neighbour,
especially someone who might be missing out on our wonderful organisation. If not
in Worthing, then maybe I’ll see you at chequer Mead on 1st May.

We are holding our first federation shuffleboard evening in april, if you haven’t tried
it, give it a go, it is great fun.

We are arranging our first literary lunch for years.  In the past they have been really
successful, as I am sure this summer’s will be too (see the Events column for more
information.)

Please send in photos of your knicker bunting raising awareness of Ovarian cancer
this month.

I very much look forward to visiting WIs again this year, in the meantime stay
healthy, be kind and look after each other.

Erika
Federation Chair

Deadlines and magazine
contributions

WSFWI Contact Details

Please send items for inclusion to the
Federation Secretary.

Email to: secretary@wsfwi.co.uk 

April 2024 Issue Deadline
1st March

May 2024 Issue Deadline
1st april 

June 2024 Issue Deadline
1st May

CHAIR’S
COLUMN
Erika Brichta  
01903 742039 • erikabrichta@wsfwi.co.uk
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Our new sign and part of our building at Queen Street



http://www.harpmusic.co.uk/


https://www.gordonramsayacademy.com/


https://www.airedaletours.co.uk/
https://www.claytonwood.co.uk/


https://pallant.org.uk/
https://www.care-south.co.uk/
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I hope we will receive plenty of support for the Shuffleboard Evening.
It is necessary to book halls, and in this case, the supporting  company
well ahead, so we would appreciate early bookings and therefore not
have to deal with cancellation charges. 

Shuffleboard is a lighthearted competitive game played at table top
height.  It involves pushing discs (pucks) towards a numbered target.
Scores are added to find the events winning team! come along and
enjoy delicious cake or scone with your drink and have fun with
friends!

Other potential events to note for future Sport and Leisure activities
are New age Kurling at the end of June and Ten Pin Bowling on 10th
September at rustington Out of Bounds. 

Please watch the Events calendar for confirmed dates and links.

Walks: Jan Marsden has been very busy organising two summer walks.

The first is on Friday 14th June 10-1pm in Slindon Woods to explore
the site where WSFWIs planted 100 Oak trees for the centenary year.

On Saturday 13th July a walk based on our woodland at Bramber
Beeches is planned between 11 and 2pm. There will be a chance to
enjoy your own lunchtime picnic and the beautiful South Downs
landscape. 

applications for both these events will be available on the calendar
next month. Meanwhile please Save the Date. 

Lesley Boardman

Shuffleboard Evening 
at ashington community centre

16th april 2024, 7- 9.30pm

Members £9, Non-members £10 
to include tea / coffee.

cake / cheese scones for sale.  raffle.

come along and enjoy a fun evening run 
by English Shuffleboard company.

Please apply early to ensure evening goes ahead.
apply on Eventbrite link on Event calendar or to

LesleyBoardman@wsfwi.co.uk 

closing date: 9th april 2024

SPORT & LEISURE
Lesley Boardman 
01903 782831
lesleyboardman@wsfwi.co.uk

PROPOSED 
CASTLE HOWARD
CHRISTMAS TRIP

The trip is going ahead and will include
a visit to Castle Howard with it’s
magical themed christmas displays,
and to the York christmas market, one
of the UK’s most festive cities with
restaurants, shops and attractions.

This is a three day experience departing
on Wednesday 20th November,
staying for 2 nights at the Parsonage
hotel & Spa, Escrick, York. 

There are a few places still available, 
for further information or to join 
the  reservation list please contact 
me on rosemaryhunter@wsfwi.co.uk
or call  01903 787589.

Rosemary

The photos show the Castle Howard 
tree (MAIN IMAGE), York Cathedral
(RIGHT TOP) and The Old York Tea

Room (RIGHT BOTTOM)
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hold on to your hats! There is so much to tell you about
forthcoming events.  The Events Team have been working hard
to plan ahead to ensure you have good notice about
Federation activities and events you can take part in.

Please Save the Dates.

Not the Annual Meeting – 25 March 2024 at Worthing
Pavilion Atrium

Ticket sales are going well, and there are a few places left.
Details in February WSN. Our speakers, including ruth rogers
the War horse head puppeteer, rNLI and Margaret Watson
harpist, come well recommended – all with a story to tell.  It
should be informative and entertaining.

Spring Event – 1st May at Chequer Mead, East Grinstead.

all members who attended the last meeting at chequer Mead
will agree this is an excellent venue for the Spring event.

The first speaker is Stephanie Smart from the house of
Embroidered Paper, the side article shows the incredible work
she creates. 

Jane Green, who is an astronomer, has a fascinating talk about
planets, stars and has photos from NaSas latest telescope.

Literary Lunch – Saturday 29th June 2024 at Barnham
Community Centre

We are so delighted that Lesley Thomson, award winning
crime author and Ma creative Writing tutor at West Dean
college, has agreed to tell us about writing her novels.  

In her talk “Write what you know – if you don’t find it out!”,
Lesley will discuss the research she has done over the years,
including riding in the cab of a District line underground train
to visiting the 19th century herbarium at Kew Gardens and
seeing a specimen filed by charles Darwin.

Lesley Thomson’s novels include: 2010 People’s Book Prize
winner a Kind of Vanishing; the no. 1 bestselling series The
Detective’s Daughter, which has sold over 850 million copies;

her recent novel The Mystery of Yew Tree house, which was in
The Times top ten for 2023.  Lesley is currently writing the tenth
in the The Detective Daughter’s series.

Be prepared to be entertained, amused, informed and fed!

Federation Quiz – Tuesday 13th August at North Mundham,
Fittleworth and The Arc Turners Hill.

We are once again having the Federation Quizzes in 3 venues
both afternoon and evening. We are asking for WIs to provide
refreshments for each quiz and venue and take the profit. all
members enjoyed  either afternoon tea or cakes in the evening.
Please contact ros Williams if any institute would like to help.

South of England Autumn Show - 21st/22nd September
Ardingly Showground.

This is an early warning. This year the theme for the autumn
Show is “Ready, Steady, Christmas”.

The classes will be in aprils WSN with the programme being sent
out to WIs soon after.

The classes are all things christmas.

We had such a good response last year we are very much
looking forward to seeing all your skills this year.

Federation Annual Meeting - 21st October at the Capitol
Theatre, Horsham.

There will be more information  in the april WSN but please save
the date.

Christmas Crafts - November - Queens Street.

There will be more information about craft events during the
year.

Carols - Thursday 5th December at Boxgrove.

Best Wishes

Ros Williams

Ros Williams
01342 810944
roswilliams@wsfwi.co.uk

EVENTS
MARCH

25

Jan Marsden (Temporary Rep)

01243 864670
janmarsden@wsfwi.co.uk

ACWW

Thank you for your
continued fund raising and
donations to acWW.

It would be great to hear
news from our WIs. 

If your WI has had a fund-
raising / awareness event
for acWW, it would be
great to share news of it
with others – no matter
how small, or large!
acWW is there to ensure that the voice of rural women is
heard in high places that can influence and change lives. It

creates networks, where ideas are shared and turned into
action, so that rural women can further support themselves
and their communities.If any WI has any details of their fund
raising/raising awareness activities, or would like help to
organise their Walk the World, Jan Marsden would be pleased
to hear from you.  Jan will be walking in the arundel area with
her Bognor regis WI Walk Group on 29th april to celebrate
acWW’s international network.   If you would like to join in
contact her as above.   There is no charge.

Please note acWW has not reestablished their telephone lines
yet, but ensure that there is a quick response to any emails
sent to office@acww.org.uk

Jan Marsden
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CHEQUER MEAD,  EAST GRINSTEAD
MAY 1st 2024

WSFWI 
SPRING EVENT

The WSFWI Spring Event will take place at the chequer
Mead Theatre, De La Warrior road, East GrINSTEaD,
rh19 3BS on Wednesday May 1st 2024. Tickets £13.50
Early Bird until March 20th then £15 until april 25th
(includes booking fee).

Doors Open at 10.20am for coffee. Event begins at 11.10am
Bring a packed lunch. Lunch break 1-2pm Event ends
3.15pm. Sales tables in the breaks.

Speakers will be Jane Green,  astronomer, with her talk
about the planets, stars and galaxies. With some beautiful
photographs from NaSa’s latest telescope.

Stephanie Smart from the house of Embroidered Paper,
fashion house - fine art studio - garments formed entirely
from paper and thread, inspired by society, memory and
fashion. Photos by ray Sullivan.

Barbara Wilson, love
that stuff, hand made,
fair trade shirts, quilts,
jewellery and soft toys
from the poorest
areas of India, Nepal
and africa.

Book your tickets with chequer Mead using this link:
www.chequermead.co.uk/shows/wsfwi-spring-event/
you may pre order a sandwich for lunch, too. Or call the
box office on 01342 302000.

This column is for West Sussex WI climate ambassadors
to share how we can act to help our planet.  If you are a
climate ambassador and would like to contribute please
send your ideas to the above email address.

Ever notice how fashion trends change at lightning speed?
While I am sure that many of you hold onto your clothes for
a long time, the UK is one of the biggest consumers of
clothing in the world.

Okay, so we all love a good bargain, but those super
affordable clothes are taking a toll on the environment?
Fast fashion's quick production cycles mean more
resources are used, leading to water pollution and a
mountain of textile waste. The materials used are often not
top-notch, contributing to a hefty carbon footprint. and
don't get us started on those synthetic fabrics that stick
around forever because they just won't biodegrade

Ever wondered where your old clothes end up? a a lot of
them end up in landfills. In the UK, we're dealing with a
whopping 350,000 tonnes of clothing waste every year.
With not enough people recycling their old clothes
properly, we're facing a serious waste problem that's
harming the environment. 

You may think that by donating your unwanted clothes to
charity shops or by putting in the donation bags that
continually come through the door you are helping.
however that is simply moving the problem to another part
of the world.  Ghana, for example, receives 1.5 million
tonnes of textile waste from beyond its borders every year.
This textile waste then pollutes their water systems.

So, there you have it – the not-so-friendly side of fast
fashion in the UK. But fear not! There are steps we can take
to make a positive change. Instead of grabbing that must
have bargain that you wear once and then sits in your
wardrobe for the rest of year before being donated,
consider how many other items in your wardrobe it will go
with.  Try to buy fewer, higher quality items.  hold a clothes
swap.  research shows that restricting buying to only eight
new clothing items per year reduces supply chain waste by
50%  Pre loved clothing does not count towards these
totals. 

We will be using this column to show you how to repair the
clothes you already have, to keep them in use for longer.
The most environmentally friendly purchase is the one you
DON’T buy.

Pam Tedder

Pam Tedder
07521 275646
pamtedder@wsfwi.co.uk

CLIMATE
AMBASSADORS



https://www.juniperarundel.co.uk/


https://hambrooksgardenmaintenance.co.uk/


https://www.clearwellmobility.co.uk/
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YOUR NEWS FROM
AROUND THE COUNTY

Please keep sending us your photos and news for publication – Email to: secretary@wsfwi.co.uk

Holbrook Horsham WI

December is always a busy month and
this year was no exception.
commencing with a come and Learn
session members enjoyed a relaxing
afternoon making exceptional paper
christmas tree decorations and
christmas cards.

a trolley full of luxury food items were
collected and taken to the local food
bank for distribution.

The next event was the christmas lunch
at a local hostelry, with good food and
company making it a thoroughly
enjoyable time for those who attended.

Finally the christmas meeting where
following mulled wine and festive
nibbles we were entertained with a One
Woman Show of musical extravaganza.

Hilltop’s Christmas
Meeting

The ladies of hilltop WI
enjoyed a very festive
December meeting, showing
off an array of christmas
jumpers. Special mention
must go to Julie Noble who
wore her ‘Mrs christmas’
outfit. 

Stef Maynard had organised a
‘candle decorating’ evening
where we ‘painted’ a plain
white candle with melted,
coloured wax from tea lights.
The end results can be seen in
the photo and looked very
pretty. a tasty festive tea was
provided by Barbara, ann and
Jean.



http://www.housesitters.co.uk/
http://www.hamiltoncole.co.uk/
http://www.destinationarundel.com/
https://www.canterburyguidedtours.com/
https://stpjhospice.org/
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Shuffleboard Evening
Tuesday 16th April  •  7pm - 9.30pm  •  Ashington Community Centre

come along and enjoy a fun evening run by the English Shuffleboard company. Please apply early to ensure evening goes ahead.
cake/cheese scones for sale. raffle. apply on Eventbrite link on Event calendar or email Lesley Boardman.

Cost:                 Members £9, Non-members £10, to include tea / coffee.
Eventbrite:      https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wsfwi-shuffleboard-evening-tickets-821758209927 
Contact:          lesleyboardman@wsfwi.co.uk 
Closing date:  9th April 

Officers Trainings - Treasurers Training
Thursday 4th April •  2pm – 4pm (Face to Face) • 7pm – 9pm (Zoom)

Treasurers Training                                    Face to Face         2pm – 4pm 
Treasurers Training                                    Online Zoom        7pm – 9pm

Trainings are FOc and Invitations will be sent out later in March

Officers Trainings - Presidents & Secretaries Training
Thursday 25th April •  2pm – 4pm (Face to Face) • 7pm – 9pm (Zoom)  

Presidents & Secretaries Training         Face to Face          2pm – 4pm 
President & Secretaries Training           Online Zoom        7pm – 9pm

Trainings are FOc and Invitations will be sent out later in March

“Not the Annual Meeting”
Monday 25th March •  Pavilion Atrium, Pier, Marine Parade, Worthing BN11 1LG

We will be holding another “Not the annual Meeting” at the atrium at Worthing Pavilion Theatre.

•  ruth rogers Puppeteer – Inside War horse 
•  richard Worsley rNLI – 200 Years and counting
•  Margaret Watson - Life on a harp String

Eventbrite:      https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/not-the-wsfwi-annual-meeting-tickets-787077268297 

Wednesday 1st May: Spring Event at the Chequer Mead Theatre East Grinstead
Book your tickets online with this link: www.chequermead.co.uk/shows/wsfwi-spring-event
or telephone the box office on 01342 302000.  Early Bird tickets £13.50 until 20th March, then £15.

Tuesday 21st May: Speakers Interviewing Sessions, Ashurst Village Hall

Wednesday 5th June: NFWI Annual Meeting at the Royal Albert Hall

Friday 14th June: Slindon Walk Centenary Oaks

Saturday 29th June: Literary Lunch to be held at Barnham Village Hall

Saturday 13th July: Bramber Beeches Walk & Picnic

Tuesday 13th August: WSFWI Federation Quiz

21st/22nd September: South of England Autumn Show

Monday 21st October: WSFWI Federation Annual Meeting at the capitol Theatre horsham

Please let us know what events you would like to see on offer.  Email - wsfwi-events@wsfwi.co.uk

MARCH

APRIL

MAY & BEYOND - SAVE THE DATES IN YOUR DIARIES

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/not-the-wsfwi-annual-meeting-tickets-787077268297
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wsfwi-shuffleboard-evening-tickets-821758209927
http://www.chequermead.co.uk/shows/wsfwi-spring-event


https://www.stwh.co.uk/

